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l>rojioMkli fur Deepening tlie Outlet* of the Mi»-
sUsippi river into the Gulf of Mexico.

Kmirikb l)irin«iDT,
Washington, Augu>t4, 18M.

PROPOSALS will be received at [ilia office until Ilie flr»l day of
I October ur»i lor " opening snd keeping open ship abounds of
sufficient capacity lo accommodate ilie warn* oi couiiuwcc, Uiiuugb
Lite ri.iu.b wui I'm" aud fax a I'Ouue, leading from (be Mississip¬
pi river into the (lull of Mexico," lor wbicli purpose there wu
appropriated, by act of Congress of bill or July, ISJC, three liun
dred snd Ibirty tiiuus-iud dollar*.

Itiddeia ure requested lo state the amount for which they will
coauaet to open e*< b of the channel* upociiied tlvougbout a well
defined width of three hundred feci, to a depth ot not lesa than
eighteen leel bciow the level of ordinary low water, which level
will bf deieiiuined by a bench uiurk on the shore, to be established
t>y mi officer or officers appealed by the Becrctury of War i and
Ibcy ui« also rcquu-led to atale to* longest period of timu lor winch
Ihry will contract lo keep each channel open lo auch width end
c.-pili for tiie residue of the appropriation alter ibe amount of then
bid for opentug, il accept, d, i. paid and lo atale also, in separate
proposals, Uii: sauie particular' lor opeuiug aod keeping opeu each
channel to a uiulotiu depth oi not leas ttiuu iweuiy fuel through¬
out» well di ttoed width of tlir> e hundred feet.
The means b> which U uiay be proposed to accouipliah tbu work,

iiml the h-usl liuie necessary for upeniug lha chuuneia, must tie sta¬
led hi the propoeaifor ouch depth.

The rlalit to accept Ihe tiller which, in the opinion of llic Hucre-
tary of War, proposes the beat method oi aoconipliahing the object
contemplated, and to accept uithcr proposal of auy bidder for rither
of the passes, to iliu exclu ion oi lite proposals ot tile nauie bidder
lor the other puss, is reserved.
Tbu quantity oi mutter necessary to be removed frotu the exist

ing channels ut the poast* to bo deepened, or the dislauce along
either cbaiiiie.l lo which the work must extern!, iu order lo obtain
cither ot ihe spei-Mail depths, cannot, lor wont of accur tte infor¬
mation us to liteir present condition, be slated. Persons who dealre
to undeitike tliv work u.e expected, iherelore, to inform them¬
selves of i|n extent, and of the bast moms of uccomplistilng it.

Alter a contract lias been eutered into, the plucu and direction of
Ibe cliaunels to be opened will be designated la the contractor by
un officer or officers appointed for thai purpose by the riecrttary ot

War, and the ntnoutit which muy be agreed upmi lor opening each
wtii be paid after each has been competed, and iound, upon ex-
amlnat on by an officer or officer*, appointed as above, lo be con¬
formable, in all rrapecu, to the stipulations of the contract ; hut no
pd)iiiftttl will be made on account ot any wi.rk done towarda open¬
ing either channel until after such channel ahull have been com
pleted, examined, aud approved, as above apecitled.
At the expiration of one third of the time during which the cliun

nela are lo bo kept open, eighty per cent of one-third of the whole
amount of ihe cunlrai t for keepflg open w ill be paid at the expi¬
ration of two-thirds of Ilie time all additional payment of ne third
ol the whole amount contracted lor will be umde ; and at the expt
ration of thet whole time during which Ihe channels ure to he kepi
ope ii, the twenty per cent, retained al the in payment, and the re

iiiiiiiiing third of the whole amount of the contract lor keeping ilie
channels opeo, will be puitl ; bu no payment will be maiie until af¬
ter Ihe channels have been examined, at each period of pay¬
ment. by an officer or officers appoin ed by the Secretary of War,
and found to be in all respects conformable to contract.

Proposals in u be accompanied by evidence of ability to execute
the work in the way, and within the time proposed, and should be
uildrsssed to the ''Engineer Department, Washington," and en
dorsed " Proposals lor opening cbanueis at outlets of the Missis¬
sippi river."
When ihe time within which proposals are to he received baa ex¬

pired Ihey will be opened and considered, and a contract will be
entered into with the bidder or bidders whose plan of operations
and evidences of ability to execute the work are most satisfactory
to the (Secretary of War.
To bd lnswtsi for thirty days in the National Intelligencer, and

the Evening Star, Washington the Commercial Bulletin, and the
True Helta, New Orleans , the Mobile Register, Mobile ; the Ar
gut, and the Pennsylvania!!, at Philadelphia Ihe Day Book, and
ttie Journiil of Commerce, New i ork ; the Times, and the Poet.
Huston ; tbe Republican, and ihe l'tlot, nt. Louis ; the Enquirer,
Cincinnati ; and tbe Democrat, Louisville.
Accounts for advertising, with two copies of paper containing ad¬

vertisement, to be sent lo Engineer Deparuueul lor payment.
Aug 5.d30t

Special Notice to Travellers from Washington.
rj [IAVELLEKS from Washington for the western cities are ad-
A vised Urn the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company hns made
core ul provision to ticket them and to cbeck their baggage directly
through from Wa-hing'on cily lo all the leading cities lu the West,
the Northwest, and Ihe Southwest.
Mem'-era of Congress and others, at the adjournment, wilt find it

peculiarly lo th ir advantage to avail themselves of the receaily-
eitemled facilities of this line, which is the only rou e that can
afford them tbroagh tickets and baggage cheeks in Washington.
The trains start daily from Washington station al 6, a. in., and

make prompt and direct connexion at Washington Junction ('Relay
House",) for Henwood and W heeling, connecting at Kenwood dt
reel with Central Ohio railroad iraius for Zanrsville, Newark, Co¬
lumbus, Xenia, Dayton, Cincinnati, Louisville, Indlanapnlia, Chi¬
cago. Terra haute, Vincennea, Alton. St. Louis, Springfield, Uutn-
uy, Burliiig'on. Catena, Rock Island, Dubuque, Cairo, Memphis,
Nsicbes, Vicksbarg, and New Orleana.
Passengers desiring to view tbe entire rood by daylight may

leave u arhiagton nt S, a. m , and, reaching Cumbt rtand at 4Jf,P-
in , lis on there until VI} next morning, when tbey resume tbe uip
by accommodation train, leaving there at that lime for Wheeling,
wbeie il arrives al 4, p. in.

Uy the 4 3>, p ui.. train from Washington Ihey may reach Hen-
wood at VH, a. m . next day, or In seventeen hours from Washing-
ion.
By tbla connexion Ibay reach Cincinnati same night, or in HUM

hours running Umn between Washington and Cincinnati.
Careful management,comfort of passengers, perfect safety are car¬

dinal objects upon this route, and travellers msy rely upon iheiu in
securing its advantages.
For further particulars, tickets, fee., inquire of THOMAS H. PAR-

SuNS, Agent, Washington Station, WILLIAM 8. WOODSIDE,
Master of ransponoUon, Baltimore.
Aug 9.dtSO

To Druggists aud the People.
yoU are hereby cautioned against spurious imitations of Dr. De
1 Ural's "Electric nil," as 1 shall prosecute any party who use

my copyrighted Mils This (genuine) Electric Oil has cured the
mayor of Camden of piles and rheums Ism; also, Hon. John Wii-
lismaon, of Huntingdon, Hon. E. KHIlngsurih, (wh in it look olThis
crutches in one day,) and more than 700 otban In Philadelphia,
whose names have been published in the Philadelphia Ledger.
The wholesale dealers In Philadelphia would not countenance any

scamp suilly of the rascality of counterfeiting In Harrisbura, Pa.,
John Wyelbe, erfq., lbs well known dru«(ist there, caused Ihe sr-

reat and imprisonment ol one Valentine, who attempted an imita¬
tion of this valuable lemedy.

Philadelphia, May &, 1856.

To tkt Pttplt and Drvgfiiti throughout Ui MM fttotri i

List of cures by Prof, lie Grath*e Electric Oil: Jos. Free, West
Pbllsdelpbla, Of rheumatism Mr. Rodeobok, Montgomery county,
rheumatism and sprain j Mrs. Ogdsn, No. 150 Fourth street, infism
mutton of bowels; Mrs Mayland, Prnvidei ce, shingles snd esked
breast| Mr. Wm Spence, on Chestnut street, felon ned neuralgia;
Henry Campbell, Lower Marion, of burna and scarlct fever; and
eighteen others.
(g^-Kvery druggist knows thnt Ibe only genuine Electric Oil is

made b'y ihe solelnvsntor snd proprietor, st bis old olBss, to which
all orders must be addreeeed to procure the genuine.

tft CHA8. DE ORATB,
Old office, 30 South fdh street, nesr Chestnut.

For sale by CH \KLES BTOTT,
July 10.If Washington, D. C.

I OOT WA ItHA NT.Notice is hereby given tbsl land warrant
Ii No. 11,761, Issued I3tii November, IKS3, to James Caldwell, foi
Nil scree, wss seal la Ibe undersigned, which tins nsver came to

hand, snd that application has been mads to the office for a dupli
cate of ibename. TH. LUMPKIN,
Ai eoer S, I(IV). Attorney.
Aug 7.lawtfw JAMES CALDWELL.

United States Coort of Claims.
CAHD.

THE undersigned, John C. Devereux. of Snr York city, snd M.
Thompson, or Washington, D. C., attorneys snd counsellors-

u-lsw, are sssuclaled lor ibe legal |.ri«ei suns of claims, for credit¬
ors of government, In the Court of t. lain*.
They will co operate in Immediate and careful sttentlon to huel

Bess matters at Washington which msy be Intrusted to their cere

by gentlemen of Ibe proteeeion and claimant*, in its cily of New
1 ork, or elsewhere In sny pari of the Union.
They msy lie consulted st any time, personally ar by letter,either

St New Vork or Washington. Particular lb..irmation a* to claims
winch have been al any line before Congress or departments can
be furnished at once upon applieation by the parties inleres'ed.

JOHN C. DKVmi'.UX,
No. Bu Broadway, corner Well street, New York cily.

M. THOMPSON,
Washington city.

N B.J. C Devereur is a commissioner of the Court of Claims.
Jas 31.3tawtftf (Intel.)

r|'IIK Colleen nf I . Jsnua, Maryland .Embracing Ihe
I collegiate, eommerclal, and prepurstnry departments- kss ons

¦esslon each year, irom tbe Srst of October U> the first of August.
Whole charge per year, for board, tuition, k(., two hundred and

fifty dollars No entranee fan.
.itudsats admitted al any purl of the rear on application to

JOHN H KRRFOOT, Rector, he.,
July I.Iswim College St. James. P. O., Maryland.

Alexandria Academy, Alexandria, Virginia.
1<liE ISih annual sees-on of this Institution will commence oa

Mondsy, Sspiember IS. Tbe course of study include* the usual
kngt|«h br inches, the unslunt and modern langaages, maihematice,
snd nstnral science
Tina instiiiition affords advantages which highly ewnmend Itts

ie sttentlon of pnreftts snd guardian*. Tha rorpInsebayu,
eomi>o*d of gentlemen devoted to their profession ; tits excellent
.et of spperaius .ilulosophicsl, chcnucal, and astronomical; lbs
. rrsngi ment nf the buildings giving Jml such accommodations ss

.iiniests need ; Ihe opportunity nl all timee of demonstrstini. nvac-

iically.such principles as ad nil of it, enable the student to obtain
a sound, thorough, nnd practical education.

Terms: Board and tuition, flStl per session payable quarterly,
'a aitraace.
Circulars may be obtained by applying 10

R. L. BKOCKETT,
Aug I'J eod'mo Principal.

l»«t L4ind Warrant!
PUBLIC notice Is hereby given that, after the expiration of six
I weeks from the present date, application will be made to lha
Commissioner nf the Pension Office, In Washington city, far a du¬
plicate Isnd warrant In lieu of the one Issued lo Rene M. Lacrotx
on the Kih of Msy, I'M, No. M,87«, for 80 seres, which was loot In
th» 'rirt.tnl sloe by the man between Ws*hlngton eity and Belle
»ill», I hnot*, daring .lie Inst of Msy or ibe forepart of Ibe month
of i»na isst, and never has been received by tbeeeld Lacroix
Washington city, August Ml, MB, by Richard M Voung, his nltor-

»*y RENE M. I ACROIX.
Aag«_ lsw«w

VKW Work on Immtgrsllnn.- History of Immirratlon to
" Ihe United J mes, eghlM Ing the nnmher, neg, age, noupntine,
and n,qn.ryo idnh, of pn«nengrr- arriving In tbe Untied States,
hy sea, l-mi. orciga couiHrtes. trom iSIt lo ISIVS, With an Introduc-
h-ry review nnd a most valuable appendix. By Wm. J. Bromwoil,
"I tbe I) irtment of lit ate. Price, if Ml.
Ham-nous Poetry of the F.ngli*h Language from Chaucer lo Sage.

¦ 50- Just published, and for sale al
TAYt.n* a MAU*Y'f

A»| 13BooMtore, near 0th street.

Brilliant Scheme* for September, lad#.

UBEGOBY k MAURY, Miiiiiuu,
Wilmington, Delaware.

To b« drawn under the aupeiinlendeiKe of commissioners appointeduuei

by Uie governor.

$35,950 I
Lottery fbr the benefit of the
STATE Or DBLAWABK.

Class 198, for 1856.
To he drawn ut Wilmington, Del.. on Saturday, Bepi 6, 1856.

78 number lottery.13 drawn ballot*.
nKll-LIAMT icurm.

1 price of $3^,950
10 prizes of 6,00o
10 do 3,000
90 do 1,000

20 prizes of *600
V0 do 400
so do auo

11*3 do 250
lie. fee. kc.

Ticket* $10.halve* $5.quarter* $2 50.
Certificates of package* of Mi whole ticketa $140

Dodo 36 hall do 70
Dodo SO quarter do 35

$51,485!
Lottory for Uie benefit of Uie
STATE Of DELAWARE.

Ulna* 904, for 1BA6.
To be drawn at Wilmington, Del., on 8ulurdsy, Sept. 13, 1850.

75 number lattery.lit drawn ballot*.
uaanmosriT acusiin.

I grand piiie of $51,405 13 prlaea of |§I,'00
3 pruss trf ao.boolloo do 1,000

3 do 10,000 100 (lowest 3 No. prizu*) 400
kc. kt, kc.

Ticket* $15.halve! $7 M.quarter* $3 75.Eighth* $1 87Jf.
Certificate* Of puckogea of 25 whole ticket* $300

Dodo 115 half doJitO
Dodo 25 quarter do 50
Dodo 25 eigliUt do 35

$37,795!
Lottery for the benefit of the
STATE OF DELAWARE.

Claaa 910, for I860.
To be drawn at Wilmington, Del., on Saturday, Sept. 90, 1850.

75 number lottery.13 drawn ballot*.
¦ten ICBKHK.

1 prize of $37,7^5
Ido 90,000
Ido 15.000
tdo 10,000

1 prize of $7,075
100 priz a of 700
100 (loweat 3 No. prize*) 300

kc., lie.,
Ticket* $10.halve* $5.quarter* $2 50.

Certificates of package* of 95 whole ticket* $140
Do do 95 halt do

Dodo 9) quarter do 35

$07,097!
Lottery fbr the benefit of the
STATE OF DELAWARE.

Claaa R, for 1H56.
To be drawn at Wilmington, Del., oil Saturday, Sept.97,1856.

78 number lottery.13 drawn ballot*.
BKILUANT ICHZMK.

1 grand prize of $67,097 4 prize* of $5,000
9 »plendid prize* of 3ti,000 5 do3,0oo
9 prize* of. 80,000 50 do1,000

4 do 10,000 918 do 650
lie. kc.kc.

Ticket* $20.halve* $10.quarter* $5.eighth* $2 50.
Certificatea of package* of 26 whole ticketa $370 00

Dodo 96 half do 135 00
Dodo 96 quarter do 67 50
Dodo 96 eighth do.... 33 75

Order* for ticketa and iharea and cerlilicatc* of package* in the
above splendid lotteries will receive the tnuat prompt attention, and
an account of each drawing will he neat immediately alter it i*
over to all who order from me. Addreu

f. J. BUCKEY, Agent.
Aug 15Wilmington, Del.

SCHOOL. BOOKS.All the book* In ttea at tha public ichoola
and academiea in the Diatrirt of Columbia supplied at the loweat

price* ; also, every lequliite In *cbool stationery at equally cheap
TAYLOB k MAURY'S

Aug 30 Book and Stationery atore, near 9th street.

HATS I fall Style, l»»0..W« introduce to-day Beebe'* and
other fashionable fall style dress hau for gentlemen.

Those In want are solicited lo call at
GEO. H B. WHITE k CO.,

Hat and Cap and (Jems' Furnishing Store,
Aug 30.aod2wif 332 Fa. av., between 9th aud 10th sta.

COLOMBIAN t'OI LkUk.

THE annual session of this Institution will commence on Wcdne*
day, the 9Hh September. Student* will be eiamined fbr en¬

trance on the Monday and Tuesday previou*. Application should b*
made lo the president.
The preparatory department will open on the 10th of September.

Apply lor admittance to Mr. Uuiache, the principal.
Aug30.8aw4w 8. PKENTIS8, Registrar.

TIIE Mine* Hawlsy'l French and Kngllsli II ,«rd.
ing and Day School will reopen Monday, September 99d, at 167

Pennsylvania avenue, between 17th and 18U) street*.
Am SO.eo43w

ACAHU..In consequence of the death of use of the partner* of
the firm of H. P. Loudon li Co., merchant tailors, of this city,

the businea* will be closed, and all parsons Indebted to the above
Orm are respectfully requested In settle the same at tha old place of
business, which will be carried on under the former name ia all Us
branches, a* formerly. The undersigned will always keep on hand
tha finest and best assortment of merchandise appertaining to the
business ; also, iaclad ng the best qnaltty of military articles for the
army and navy. They leeacctfully thank their friends, and the pub¬
lic generally, for the liberal patronage they have received, and will
be happy to have the pleasure ol the continuance of the eame.

H F. LOUDON li CO..
A*g90.eotf Merchant Tailor*, under Brown*' Hotel.

Law Partnership.
R. J. WALKER. L. JANIN.

ROBERT J. walker k LOUIS JANIN have formed a parts
nerthlp for the management and trial of cases la iha Supreme

Court of tha United States aad In the Court of Claims. Addres
Washington City, D.C. Jan 9.eodtfif

THIS la ta (Ira Retire that the labsrribsr hath ob¬
tained from the orphan's court of Washington county, in the

District of Columbia, letters ot administration, with the will an-
aeied, on the personal estate of Peregrine Warfield, late of Wash¬
ington eoanty, dereneed. All persona having claims against the
said deceased are hereby waraed to exhibit the same, wilh the
vouchers thereof, ta the subscriber, on or before the 19th day of
Angast next | the? may othtrwiae by law be exciaded from all ben
efit of the said estste.
Given under my hand this lfith day of August, I fc'6.

THOMAS SAPPIWOTON,
Administrator will annexed.

Or/- The claims may be enclosed lo janes McSherry, Frederick,
Maryland, nitoruey tor administrator.
Aug 13.law3w*

Willapda' Hotel.
J. C. k U. A. WILLARD,

J'tnniylrama aitmu and yourltrntk tfrrsl,
Washington, D. C.

Jan 99-dlft

Medical College of Georgia.
A room, Jnly, 1856.

THE twenty fifth course of lectures in this institution will com¬
ments the first Moaday In November next.

raeoLTT.
0. M. Newton, M. P.. Anatomy.
L. A. Dugas, M. D , Surgery.
1. P. Oarvln, M. D., Materia Medics, TherapeaUcs, aad Medical

Jurisprudence.
J. A. Eve, M D., Obstetrics, and Diseases of Women aad In

fknts.
H V. M. Miller, M. P Physiology and Pathological Anatomy.
Al«x Menna, M D rrofessor of Chemistry.
L. D. Ford, M. D., Institutes and Prncties of Medicine.
H F. Campbell, M. D., Surgical, Comparative, and Microscopical

Anatomy
R. Campbell, M. D Demonstrator of Anatomy.
S B. Simmons, M. II.. Assistant Demonstrator.
Jurlah Harris, M P., Prosector lo Professor of Surgery.
Clinical lectures will ke delivered regularly at the City Hospital,

aad ample opportaaiUas will be afforded for the study at practical
asatosay.

Feas tor the entire coarse $105
Matriculation ticket, (lobe taken oace) 5

For farther particulars, apply to O.M.NEWTON,
Jaly 15.dim Deaa.

EDUCATION..a young lady, a graduate of the 11 Clinton Lib¬
eral Institute," aad residing in northern New York, is desirous

of obtaining a situation as preceptress or teacher In a seminary in
one of the southern States, (Virginia preferred ) Satisfactory ref¬
erences snrl testimonials will be given Address (J. W. Hazelton,
P. M Rlnck River, Jefferson county, New York.
Aug 5.eodfit*

THK tndrrslgnsd, far nveral years |>nat siltrlel
translator to the Department of State, reapectfully lenders his

sarvicee to the public an agent for the pr osecution of claims agaln*t
fore gn government*, and aa translator of foreign languages, especial
ly Spanish, French. Portugaene, and Italian. Gentlemen eagaget
In the prosecution of cinima againat foreign governments or other¬
wise, and requiring faithful and reHable translations of legal doru-
menta. such as land titlee, granta, lawa, decrees, kc., will find, in
the experience of the undersigned. a sure gusrantee for Adelity In the
rendition of idiomatic and technical phrsses, which long practice
aloas can glee. Pnbllshf** thronghnnt the llnlon daslmus to obtain
accurate translations of #>reign hooks, literary or legal, will also find
It their interest to apply la the undersigned, and may rely upon their
orders being piomptly sad satisfactorily executed.
For further particulars apply to

L. FITZGRBAI.P TABfSTRO,
SS0 K street, between 10th aad Itlh, Washington oily, D. C.

June H-dl|
itBORflRTOW« roLliBUE, O. C.-Stiidlee will be ra¬
il sumed in this lastituliou on Mouuay, September 1st.

B. A. MAOtrtRK,
AagBB.dlar President.

MIimi Rooker'n Kngllnh and French Boarding
and Day School tor Voung Ladies,

464 K itrtft, Mwsen Matt aad Accent*

THE duties of this Institution will be rseamed on Monday, Sep¬
tember I. The principals are aided by accompllahed professors,

and the course of Instruction I* lharoagti and rystematic.
Circulars may be obtained at Ihe bookstores snd at the seminary.
Aug 91- dtf

CONGRESSIONAL.
SPEECH OF HON. JAMES C. JONES,

Or TKNNKittlM.

Delivered in the United Stated Senftte August U, 1866.

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, I am indebted u> the kind¬
ness and courtesy of tbe Senate for allowing me tbe privi¬
lege of addressing them to-day. As 1 announced a few
days ago, it is not my purpose to attempt to enlighten tbe
Senate upon tbe subject of the resolution now pending.
My object is a wholly different one; and 1 feel that I owe
to the Senate a debt of gratitude for the permission ex¬

tended to me to bo heard to-day.
Mr. President, in a letter addressed to my constituents

in April last 1 made then the following pledge :

" Left, as I tin, to decide for myself what I ought to do in
view of all the difficulties that lie in my way, fully impressed
with tbe responsibility that rests upon me, 1 have calmly
surveyed the whole ground, and my judgment is deliberately
formed. 1 shall stand where 1 am, iust as 1 aui, and wait the
coming of future developments, We have before us the
names of the candidates of the American party and their
principles. 1 shall wait and see who the deniocratio party
will present to us, and what principles they proclaim. When
tbe candidates are all before us, 1 will cast my vote for that
man and with that party which I think most likely to pro¬
tect the constitution, preserve the Union, aud drive back the
horde ot northern vandals who seek to usurp our rights, and
finally to possess themselves of the citadel of liberty. For the
present 1 have but one political ambition, but one active, ab¬
sorbing political priaciple. Ambitious to be an bumblo agent
in preserving our rights, protecting our honors, and forever
crushing out and annihilating these disturbers of the peace,
invaders of our rights, aud traitors to the constitution ; to
be one of tbe humblest in the accomplishment of this, is all 1
ask.it would be glory enough for me."

I now propose to redeem that pledge, as far as I may,
trusting that tbe results will inure to the honor of our

country, to its peace, safety, and prosperity.
Never, since the formation of this government, have we

witnessed such a state of political affairs as now exists.
Never was there a period in the hiitory of this government
which more imperiously demanded tbe exercise of a cool
and dispassionate judgment than tbe present. Never were
our institutions surrounded with more difficulties. Never
was there a crisis so full of danger, demanding the exer¬
cise of a larger or purer patriotism than the present.

Since the inauguration of this great experiment of self-
government, we have been called to pass through many
trying scenes.trials that filled the heart of the patriot
with emotions of the deepest solicitude for tbe safety of the
country, and the bucccss of this greatest, and it may be,
last effort for the establishment of a government predicated
upon tlje will of tbe people, subject to the requirements of
the constitution and laws of their own creation. Amidst
these trials the hearts of the stoutest have sometimes sunk
within them, and nerves hitherto unstrung have trembled
for the safetv of tbe country.

But. thanks to a kind, beneficent Providence.thanks to
the self-sacrificing patriotism of ancestors.we have passed
these fearful trials, and we yet live. We are now surround¬
ed with difficulties far greater, far more portentous, than
our fathers w«re ever called to meet. Will that same kind
Providence preside over us, to direct and preserve us ?
Will the same spirit of concession, patriotism, and devo¬
tion to the country mark oar present course and efforts as
illustrated those of our fathers? This is a momentous ques¬
tion, submitted to each and all of us, to every patriot, to
every one who loves bis country more than party or self
On the solution of this question haDgs the last hope of
freedom. All the great and happy results that ought to
flow from tbe labor, toils, and anxieties of our fathers are

suspended on tbe decision we are called to make.
Tbat the dangers that surround us are imminent cannot

be disguised. In view of these dangers the question is,
bow shall we avert them ; how shall we dissipate the
gathering storm; bow restore peace to a distracted coun¬

try, and concord and brotherly love between members of
tbis great family of States and individuals? This is a
field that invokes the energies of tbe wisest and best Tbis
is a cause invoking tbe efforts of the highest and purest
patriotism. Although the signs arc portentous of evil;
although the clouds are dark and gathering swiftly al¬
though the hope of the patriot may sink within htm, all
seeming dark und gloomy, and the wsv of escape not clear¬
ly discernible, yet I do not despair. I will ''hope on, hope
ever." 1 will hope against hope.hope to tbe last

I put my trust in the Barne Providence.in tbat same
patriotism that has rescued ns heretofore, and hope that I
shall yet see the clouds and darkness that now overshadow
our political heavens dispelled, and the sun, the bright sun
of peace, concord, and brotherly love, dispelling the gloom
and shedding its rays of hope and confidence and love
throughout the land, filling the hearts of all with gratitude
and joy.
To accomplish so great a result requires the efforts of

every patriot. How shall this be accomplished ? This is
tbe great question to which I would address myself to-

d"£-Never, since our national etlstence, have we witnessed
so strange a condition of things as it now presented
to oar minds. We are on tbe eve of another presiden¬
tial election, and each and all of us are required to take
our position and play our part in tbe coming contest.
There are three regularly-nominated candidates in tbe
field, from wbom an election Is to be made to fill tbe
chief executive office of the government Who are tbey ?
What are tbey 7 What do they propose? I propose
briefly, Mr. President, to inquire into these three ques¬
tions. It is known to you, sir, tbat I do not belong to
either of tbeae parties or political organisations; and the
question propounded to himself bv tbe great statesman of
Massachusetts, on an occasion or similar difficulty, has a
thousand times presented itself to my mind."Where shall
I go V

Belonging to neither of tbess parties, never expecting to
belong to either of them, 1 might, yielding to tbe counsel
of my feelings, stand off as a silent spectator; and such
would certainly be my course if there was nothing more
involved in tbe contest than tbe triumph of one party or
another.a mere struggle for power and place. But be¬
lieving that there are questions involved of vital import¬
ance to the preservation of the constitution and perpetuity
of tbe Union, 1 am constrained by considerations of dnty
and patriotism to waive tbe suggestions of my feelings,
and bear my part in this contest in such manner as in my
jndgment will best promote tbe peace of tbe country, pre¬
serve its honor, and perp< tuate our institutions. I cannot
be indifferent if I would, and would not if I could. There
is too much involved in tbe struggle.interests too holy to
be disregarded or treated with Indifference,

I have said that there are three candidates presented to
the countrv; one of wbom, unless there shall be a depart¬
ure from tbe contemplations of tbe constitution, must be
called to preside over the destinies of tbe country. I have
asked who tbey are, what are they, and what do tbey pro¬
fess? Taking tbem in tbe order in which tbey stand of
seniority, I may ask, first, who is James Buchanan ? It it
not necessary for me to Hop to inquire into tbe personal
history and character of Mr. Buchanaa. He bat been iden¬
tified with tbe history of thit country for almott half a

century, ilia public acts are known to all men. What¬
ever be Is, whatever he has been, is matter of record. With
him, as James Buchanan, therefore, I have nothing to do,
but be is the candidate of the democratic party, be has
been selected by their convention as their standard-bearer
and is presumed to be the exponent of their principles. I
proceed to Inquire what those principles are.
The democratic party have given to ns and to the world

a platform of principle*. I have no great confident* In
platform*. I think tbat, generally, they are cunningly-
devised schemes of modern Invention, Intended to catch
votes and to gull the people. Tbey are admirably adapted
for a presidential canvass.very good for tbe candidate* to
tin by and swear by; but often very easily forgotten after
the election. For tbis reason I confess tbat, generally, 1 have
had but little oonfidenoe in platforms. I prefer to judge of
the men who profess to stand upon them, rath»r than to
inquire particularly into the creed thsy proclaim. Inas¬
much, however, as the various candidates have been placed
upon their platforms, it is bat just to them.it is but just1
to the parties which have presented them.that we should
presume, at least, that it is their honest purpose to stand
upon tbem, and to observe them. 1 desire, very briefly, to
inqnire into these platforms, in order tbat I may satisfy my
constituents and my country that I have not been guided
by passion or prejudice in the conclusions at which I have
arrived.
Tbe Democratic Convention, which assembled at Cin-

cinnati, presented to the country a platform of principles.
Tbey re-endorsed the platform of 1852, filled very much
with truisms that nobody ever controverted, or ev*r will
controvert; but they were intended to hare their effect on
tbe popular mind. With all that I have nothing to do. I!
examined that platform in other days which are pa«*ed and
gone. All that it is necessary for me now to say is. tbat 11
dissent much from It; bat upon tbe main point in that!
platform it bad then, as it has now, my concurrence, be¬
cause it was identical ia feet, in essence, tnd in substance,
with tbe platform of tbe party to which I then belonged,
to which I now belong, and, to which 1 intend to belong as

long as I belong to anything.the old whig party. Upon
the great vital question of the rights of the South and
the cqnality of tbe States, or, in other words, the
great question of slavery, tbe democratic and whig!
platforms of 1 Ml were Identical in every essential. It It
not necessary, therefore, for me to consider that large por-1

tiou of the Cincinnati platform which Is »iu>plj a reitera¬
tion of that of 1852. Borne addition*, however, have been
made to it Going on with the tide of time, and the prog¬
ress of the age in which we live, the democratic partv have
felt it to be their duty to make additions to their old plat¬
form ; and it ia to the* addition! that I now desire to call
the attention of the Senate and the country. The first to
which I direct your notice ia in the following words:

<< HttoUtd, That the foundation of this union of States
having been laid in, aud Its prosperity, expansion, and pre¬eminent example in free government built upon, entire tr*
dom in matters of religious concernment, aud no reaped ot
person in regard to rauk or place of birth, no party canLtly be deemed national, constitutional, or in accordance
with American principles, which bases its exclusive organi¬
zation upon religious opinions and accidental birth-place.
Aud hence a political cruaade in the nineteenth century, and
in the United States ofAmerica, against Catholic and foreign
born, is neither justified by the past history or the future
prospects of the country, nor in unison with the spirit of
toioratiou and enlarged freedom which peculiarly^distin¬guishes the Amorioan system of popular government.

This resolution asserts a principle which, in my judg¬
ment, must commend itaelf to the heart of every patriot
It awcrta the great principle of universal freedom of con¬
science in matters of religion, and that there shall be no
proscription predicated upon a man s birth-place or reli¬
gion 1 do not pretend to say that any person whatever is!tm.n/.U,. U) the charge of interfering with these sacred
riuhts 1 am not here to assail or to denounce, but to ap¬
prove and condemn; and, as this resolution huds a re¬

sponse in my heart, I readily yield to It the suggestion
which that response requires. I maintain the position
here, and can maintain it elsewhere, that, whatever gen¬
tlemen may profess, whatever articles they may Insert in
their creed, if there be any American nationality, if there
bo an American constitution broad enough to shield everv
American citizen wherever he may be, at home or abroad,
upon the laud or the sea, this resolution will stand the test
° /come, Mr. President, to consider the next resolution in
this addenda to the democratic platform.this codicil to
their old will and testament. It is in the following
words:
" Jietolved, That, claiming fellowship with, and desiring

the co-operation of, all who regard the preservation of the
Union under the constitution as the paramount iasue, and re¬
pudiating all sectional parties and platforms concerning do¬mestic slaverv, which seek to embroil the States and incite to
trewon and armed resistance to law in the Territory, and
whose avowed purpose, if consummated, must end in civi
war and disunion, the American democracy recognise and
adopt the principles contained in the organio lawsestablliais¬ing the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, as imbodying the
only sound and eafe solution of the 'slavery question, upon
which the great national idea of the people of this whole
country can repose in its determined conservation of the
Union.non-interference by Comjrett Kith ilavery tn State and
Territory, or in the District of Columbia.
In this resolution, in my bumble judgment, is comprised

the whole issue now before the country. 1 am called on
either to affirm this resolution or to enter my protest
against it. What does it propose? It; asserts the great
doctrine of the equality of the States. Is there an Ameri¬
can senator here who will assume, or pretend to maintaiu
for a single moment, that the equality of the States is not
right beyond controversy and dispute? Ibis resolution
Koes further, aud averts the principles contained in the
Kansas-Nebraska bill. What are those principles? It is
not necessary for me to attempt to enlighten seaators on
that point. They are known and read of all men but 1
am not left to conjecture and to construction as to whether
squatter sover. ignty is in it I come to the reao\uUon it¬
self and 1 find there the construction given by the demo¬
cratic party to be this ' non-interference by Congress withslaverj^n the States and Territories, or in the District of

C°Ttie attempt being made before the country to-day is to
assert and maintain that Congress has jurisdiction over
the question of slavery, not only in the territories, but in
the District of Columbia. 1 maintain that they have no
such jurisdiction. Is there a southern man here, is there a
constitutional man here, Is there a national man here who
will maintain that Congress has the power to abolish sla¬
very in the District of Columbia ? I know there are those
upon the floor of the Senate who maintain this doctrine,
but I deny their nationality or their constitutionality.
This, then, is an addition to the platform of the democratic
party which commends itaelf not only to my head, but to my
beart, because It go* home directly to the preservation of
the rights of my constituents, and the honor of those who
are dearer to me than life itself.

I come now to the next resolution presented by the dem¬
ocratic party, and which is the real issue:

«< Retolved, That we recognise the right of the people of
all the Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, acting
through the legally and falrly-eanresaed will of a majority of
actual residents, and whenever the number of their inbabi-
tants justifies it, to form a constitution, with or without do-
mastic slavery, and be admitted into the Union upon terms of
perfect equality with the other States."

In the three resolutions which 1 have read, the principle
is asserted that a State has a right to admission into this
Union with a constitution prohibiting or allowing slavery,
as her people may choose to elect Is there a man here who
controverts that ? I regret to know that there are some
who da. But is there a southern man prepared to [ontro-rert it? If there is, let him stand up and present himself
to the country. Is there a man who recogni.es the rights
of the States, according to the compact under which we
live, who can maintain that any other restriction shall be
placed upon the State asking admission Into the Union
than that which is prescribed by the constitution itself
But one single condition is prescribed by the wisdom of
onr fathers, and that is, that ihe State desiring admission
shall hare a constitution republican In its form. Now, we
are told that it Is competent for the Congress of the United
States to reject a State, not on account of thlsconstiUition-
al Inability, or a want of conformity to republican Institu¬
tions, but because the people of that State, In their wisdom
or it may be in their folly, elected that slavery shall eiist
there. This is one of the great issues before the country on
which the republican party, as ther term themselves, have
taken their stand, and upon which the democratic party
have planted themselves. Which Is right, and which fs
wrong ? Who is able to stand here and maintain that. If
Kansas shall prenent herself with a constitution recognising
the right of her people to bold slarea, she shall not, under
the federal compact, be admitted to her place In the States
of this Tnlon T There are here gentlemen who controvert
that point; but surely no southern man.no conservative,
national man.can object to the democratic party on that
ground. They maintain It; they assert It and I accord
with them in It

The next resolution, in the additions of the Cincinnati
Convention to the platform of 1853, is In these words:
« Knolreii, That our geographical and political position,

with reference to the other Stales of this eoetioent, no lees
thao the interest of our commeroe and the development of
onr growing power, requires that we should hold as sacred
the principles involved in the Monroe doctrine ; their bearing
and import admit of no misconstruction they should be ap¬plied with unbending rigidity."

This is, I believe, the first time In the history of parties
In this country when any party has asserted, as one of the
principles of its creed.one of the planks of Its platform.
the so called Monroe doctrine. My honorable friend from
Kentucky, [Mr. Thompsob,] for whom I cherish feelings
not only oil the greatest confidence and respect, but of
kindness and affection, in addressing the Senate a few
weeks ago, entered his protest against the democratic party
on account of this resolution affirming the Monroe doc¬
trine. I will read for the benefit of the Senate what my
honorable friend said on that occasion;

.' Again t one resolution of the Cincinnati platform adopts
the Moaroe doctrine. 1 know that the Monroe doetrtae, as
explained by Mr. Cnlhonn, amounted to nothing, but was a
mere temporary thing, suggested by Mr. Canning, the Kng-lish I'rime Minister, to Mr. Monroe, and earried oat only in
reference to Its bearing on the then revolutions progressing
in the South American States; but still, as generally in¬
terpreted. taken In IU proper understanding In the 'sU
tude in wiiich the people construe It, It Is a virtual declara¬
tion of war against the whole human family.

I think my friend from Kentucky is a little mistaken.
He claims to be a whig, as 1 do, and to he now standing
udob the whig platform, maintaining all the principles of
the whin party; and yet he enters his solemn protest
against the democratic party because of the assertion and
maintenance of the Monro* doctrine. I propose, very
briefly, to look Into the Monroe doctrine and its history.
I have heard a great deal of U; tb# Senate has been^en¬lightened upon it time after time ; and I am not »o vain as
U, presume that I can add anything to the stock or wisdom
now existing in the Senate. Ny friend from Kentucky
maintains that, as understood by the country, this
li a declaration of war against the whole world. If that
be the Monroe doctrine, I am against it I read from Mr.
Monroe's message of December 2, 1823:

«< We owe It, therefore, to the country, and to the amica¬
ble relations subsisting between the United States and those
powers, to declare that ws should CO«sWs»»y attempt o«
their part to extend their system to any portloa of this hem¬
isphere as dangerous to our peace and safety.
How can that be tortured into a declaration of war

airainst the world ? How ean it be tortnred Into the Idea
that h is but the precursor to the conquest of all the con¬
tinent on which we lire? To suppose so is a stretching of
terms, a perrersion of language, not authorised, in my

judgment, by the plain words employed. Here is a simple
declaration that we should regard the extension of the
European system to this continent as dangerous to our

peace and our safety. It has been said, and I believe that
is the sentiment of my friend from South Carolina, [Mr.BuTuttt].for whom I cherish the profoundest respect.
that this Monroe doctrine is not to be construed an of
general or universal application, but is to be considered in
regard to each case as it presents itself. I do not care in
what sens') you take it: I am for it when applied to isola¬
ted individual cases; 1 am for it when applied to every
foot of land on the American continent 1 grant that it
originated first in a disposition upon the part of this gov¬
ernment to arrest the interference of the Holy Alliance
with the affairs of South America: but why shall it not be
of universal application? Is the principle in itself right?1 maintain that it is. Why not, then, have the nerve and
the manliness to say to Europe." We plant ourselves uponthis American principle, and we will maintain it against
the whole combined power of Europe iu regard to every
acre of laud in America?" Wby not? You say it is to
be considered, when the question arises, as applicable to
individual vases. Let us look ut it in that light.
Tuke the island of Cuba, and suppose that England should

enter into negotiations to purchase Cuba: would my hon¬
orable friend from South Carolina, or any other senator
upon this floor, be willing to see the island of Cuba passinto the possession and dominion of England? If there bu
a senator who would be witling to see England purchaseCuba, let him rise and answer. There is not one. Then,
the Monroe doctrine is true and just, and eminently Ameri¬
can, when you apply it to Cuba. Suppose, next, we apply
it to Mexico: would you be willing to see Mexico pass
into the possession and under the control and domiulon of
England? If there is a senator here who would be willing
to see that, 1 call apou htm to rise and say so. There is
not oue. If it iB applicable to Cuba and to Mexico, why
may it not be general and universal in its application?
Would you be willing to-morrow to recognise the posses¬
sion, by England, of Nicaragua, or any of the Central
American States ? If there is a senator here who would
consent to that, let him answer. There is not one. Then
go to South America. Name a State that you are willing
that England shall possess. There is not one. Thus we
have traversed the whole continent; and I maintain that
the Monroe doctrine is of universal application, because
there is no senator who will assume to sav that there is a

single spot on this continent which he will be willing to
allow England to take possession of. Have we not grown
large enough to assert our rights ? Have we not power
and strength and m.itilinesj enough to say what we feel ?
I am for saying what I feel, and always feeling what I say.
I am in favor of*the Monroe doctrine applied to isolated
cases, or applied universally throughout the whole Ameri¬
can continent.
My distinguished and honorable friend from Kentucky

seemed to think this was eminently a democratic doctrine.
I deny it. In the name of the old whig party, that you are
told is dead and buried, but which I believe will have a

glorious resurrection seme of these days, and in the name
of its champions and leaders, I deny that the Monroe doc¬
trine was a democratic doctrine. It was an American doc¬
trine; and no more the doctrine of the democratic party at
the time it was proclaimed than of every other party in the
United States. Now, let us see. Tho name of Mr. Clay is
invoked to Bustain gentlemen in their positions. I am not
here to pronounce the eulogy of Mr. Clay. That has been
done, lie Blee|>s his last sleep and forever damned be he
who will rudely dUturb his ashes or tarnish his memory 1
But, sir, I maintain that this Monroe doctrine had the as¬
sent and approval of Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay at the time
it was promulgated. When gentlemen talk to me about
standing by the doctrines of Henry Clay, I ask them to
stand by them. I will stand by tbem, live by them, and
die by them. You all remember that, when Mr. Adams
was President of the United States, and Mr. Clay his Sec¬
retary of State, a proposition was made to send ministers
to the Panama Congress. The President of the United
States was called upon by Congress to assign his reasons
for proposing to send ministers to this Congress. What
reason does he assign ? He assigns the reason contained
in Mr. Monroe's message.the establishment of the Monroe
doctrine. Here is bis message; and he quotes the identi¬
cal language of Mr. Monroe to sustain the wisdom, the
patriotism, and the Americanism of the Congress of l'aua-
ma. Mr. Clay was Secretary of Slate at the lime. Then,
I call on the friends of Henry Clay to stand by the Monroe
doctrine, for b^wat for the Monroe doctrine before there
was any such OTganizaliou as the present democratic
party.

But, Mr. President, we come down to later times. Ilavo
we not spent weeks and weeks in the last four years.in
what? In vindicating our construction of tbe Clavton-
Bulwer treaty. If there is a senator on this floor who is
filling to yield the American construction of that treaty,
I challenge him to rise now and stand up and say so. Every¬
man in the Senate has stood firmly, honestly, consistently,
persistently, and patriotically in defence or the Clayton-Bulwer treaty as we construe it What is that? It is
nothing more nor less than ths assertion of the Monroe
doctrine, and its application to Central America. Then
you all stand to the Monroe doctrine.at least so far as
Central America is concerned; and by your silence,your
refusal to auswer, you stand before the world in favor of
lis universal application.
The next resolution In the series of the amendments of

the democratic party is in the following words:
"iltnii td, That, in view of so commanding An Uteres'., the

people of the Uiut«d States osnnot but sympathise with the
efforts which are being made by the people of Central Amer¬
ica to regenerate that portion of the continent which covers
the passage across the inter-oceanic isthmus."

I regret that my friend from Kentucky dissented from
that sentiment He declared that it was the endorsement
of the government of William Walker. If it was intended to
do that, I, as a Tennesseean, the land that gaTS birth tft
Walker and myself both, Under to the democratic partythe gratitude of my heart If tbey meant bv that resoiu-
tion to endorse Walker, ] owe tbem, as I give theoa, mysincerest gratitude. But, sir, frankniw compels me to sav
that 1 do not so read the resolution. What rioei it pr<>-
fess ? It simply professes a sympathy with the struggle
going on for tbe establishment of free and liberal institu-
nons in Central America. Oh that tbe shade of HenryClay might preside over us What American oitisen who
ever read those burning words of patriotism and liberty
which fell from tbe lips of Henry O'ay in defonoe of liberty
everywhere, and particularly in defence of the liberty of
South America, expressing not only his sympathy for her.
but urging this government to proclaim her Independence.
what citizen, } ask, ran claim to be a disciple or follower
of Henry Clay tbat will not accord his lj mpatbv to the
simggte now going on la Central America for free institu¬
tions V Tbe democratic party was n little too cautious for
me in tbat i would prefer they bad gone further ; but I
am to take them as tbey are. I say they express theirsym-
pathy, and I accord with them ia that expression. 1 my¬
self, being responsible to nobody, to no party, and, I thank
Heaven, nobody being responsible for me, choose to go
further than tbat Tbey not only hare my sympathy, but
my prayers for their success. I yet hope to see tbe banner
of liberty and freedom streaming from the mast of every
vessel there, and tbe name ol William Walker, the savior
of tbat country, lnscril»ed upon it

Sir, I have heard William Walker denounced on the
floor of the Senate, and I desired then to vindicate him,
but the occasion forbade. Now, I have to say tbat those
who chose to denounce William Walker as a plunderer, a
marauder, a pi rats, do that which they have no right to do
know hint, he was boru and raised ia my Hlatf.the

son of as honest a man as ever breathed the breath of life;
his mother as honest a woman as ever Kentucky garr birth
to. Tell me that a man thus born, thns reared, thus edu-
rated, Is a plunderer? It is a rile, unmitigated calumny.
When you were struggling for yoor liberty lAfoyette, Pu¬
laski, aod others, came here to aid yon ia your struggle
Did you announce to the world that they were plunderers
and pirates? No, sir. Their names are now canonised
and held dear in tbe heart of every tree American patriotfor doing precisely what Walker isttoing. Yet you glorify
the one while you condemn and anathematize the other. I
trust and believe tbe time will come when justice will be
done to the motives and deeds of this man and when, In¬
stead of Mug denounced as a plunderer and marauder, he
will be hailed as tbe savior of hi* country, and generation.*
yet nnborn rice up to rail him blessed I

But, Mr. President. I pass from that, and come now to
tbe consideration or the platform of the American party,
being tbe second In the series and 1 must be permitted to
say, that, like all other platforms I have ever seen or read,
it is made up very much of truiSms and facts and principles
that no human being controverts. I believe it says the
Bible is a very good school-book. Who denies that ? I
believe It says tbe constitution ought to he maintained
Who denies that 7 That the Union onght to he preserved'
Who controverts that? So, like other platforms, It is
made up of truisms to catch the votes of the people. But
I come to that which is r*al and substantial and tangible
in the platform. The first point ia:

" V. A radical revision sad modification of ths laws regulatlng Immigration and ths settlsment of Immigrant*; '.tier¬
ing to tbe bontst immigrant who, from lovs of llbertv or
hatred of oppression, seeks an asylum in the United States, afriendly reoeption and protection, but unqualifiedly con¬
demning ths transmission to our ahorss nf felons sod pau¬pers."
To tbat extent I am an American. I think, to everyextent, I am really an American; but in tbe political sens*
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in which this thiog la construed, I M» "»ol an Aroerioan l
will go as far aa he who would go furthest to present ton
introduction of criminals and paupers here. I have so aa-
uounced at all times. Why, 1 ask, hare they_not sent
from the other brauch of Congress a bill to that effect t
The majority of that House were sent here as Americans
and why haye they not asked us to endorse it? pro¬
claim to the world I am for that doctrine; bat I
maintain that it is a question outside of the jurisdic¬
tion of the federal government. I believe the States have
the power, and are now exercising that power. In my
Statewe have a law under that exact clause, saying that
free negroes shall not come into the 8tate Is not that ex¬
ercising jurisdiction over that subject! 1 do not know of
a siuKle State that is not to-day exercising that power. It
was but ft few months ago, I believe, that from Boston
they sent back some paupers and criminals, or refused to
permit them to land. If the power resided with the States,
why put it in the creed? Why call tto jederal gov¬
ernment to Interpose, if the States havejurisdiction T If
the Slates buvc not jurisdiction, the federal government
has; und if It be decided that the federal government has
it, 1 will go as far as any friend of tho American party.
Lut, sir, their next resolution Is:
" The essential modification of the naturalization laws."
I am for that. 1 believe it is the interest and duty of

this government to revito and amend the naturalisation
U*s. 1 do not believe that there is any largely-organised
p irty in this country that is not in lavor ol it. The extent
of that remodelling and reorganization is a different tbing.
How far 1 might be willing to go will depend on the facts
which maybe eliciioi by investigation. If it shall b«
found that tive years is too short.and I think it is.1 will
ai;ree to extend it to vlght, to ten, to twelve, to any uum-
ber of veara that may be found necessary to protect us, to
iiuaranty to us, to secure to us all the beucfits conferred
by the constitution in that clause giving us jurisdiction
over the subject of naturalization. Then, tbure is no con¬

troversy between the American party and myself on that

Another of their resolutions is in the following words:
« VIII. Resistance to the aggressive policy and corrupting

tendencies of the Koman Catholic church In our f1un'rT>b/the advancement to all political stations, executive, legisia-
tive. judicial, or diplomatic, of those only who do not hold
civil allegiauce, directly or indirectly, tq any foreign power,
whether civil or ecclesiastical, and who are Americana by
birth, education, and training, thus fulfilling^the maxim,
'Ambbicans onlv shall oovebn Amebica.

If I correctly construe and interpret that, I find no great
objection to it. But I maintain that religion and politics
have no connexion, and there should be no test made by
blending religious questions with civil and political ones.
But, as they circumscribe their terms here, and make them
applicable to those who acknowledge allegiance to some
foreign potentate and power, if there be any suib, 1 would
ipl4k; it to them, and 1 would go outside of AmiTicauismIts^T; I would take up all such men upon one single act,
for carrying out that purpose. 1 would trv them for trea¬
son because it is treason, and nothing else. It is moral
treason, it is political treason, for a citizen of the United
States to hold allegiance to any foreign potentate or power.
Therefore, 1 do not think there is any very great controver¬
sy on this point. If there is any such cla&>, in the name oi
Heaven exclude them from office.exclude them from your
country 1 do not want them here, in any shape or form.
These constitute the political items contained in that

platform, and I do not object very much to them.
Thirdly and lastly, as regards platfoims, 1 come to tho

platform of.shall I call you republicans, gentlemen ? If
you consider it more courteous, I will call you republicans,
for the sake of decency, and nothing else. The republican
paity have presented to the country a platform, and they
have placed their man upon It. Now, what is that plat¬
form 7 In part, just like the two I have noticed, it con¬
tains a great many things that nobody would controvert
and every one believes; but it contains one, and but one,
single and isolated principle.and what is it? Opposition
to the Kansas-Nebraska bill and all its principles in other
words, opposition to slavery, here and elsewhere, now and
forever. ,

Well sir, I heard a senator, on the day before yesterday,
say on'this floor that he did not like to trust nis temper
to speak on this subject of Kansas. I thought it was the
most Christian sentiment I ever heard fromhlm, and I have
improved upon if, and I will ilot tr^st myself to talk much
upon that question to-tV»J, !>'.<»use I do not know that I
can talk about It quietly dispassionately, or according
to the rules of tho Senate : and I have made up my mina
never to violate the rules of the Senate if I can help it If
I find it necessary to violate them, I will postpone it until
I get outside of these walls. As I do not mean to violate
them intentionally, I had better forbear to speak what I
think of this party, and particularly of its leaders.

But, Mr. President, as 1 have said, the real issue before
the country, as 1 understand It and believe it to exist, is
upon the Ivansas-Nebraska bill. I ask the attention of tho
Senate to the resolution passed by the American party in
their council, or convention, on this subject, in the follow¬
ing words:

44 And regarding it the highest duty to avow their pin¬ions upon a subject so important in distinct and unequivocalterms, It is hereby declared, as the aense of tVia national
council, that Congress poaaesaes no power un'j»r the consti¬
tution to legialate upon the subject of slavery in the Status
where it does or may exist, or to exclude any State from ad¬
mission into the Union becauae its Confutation doce, or does
not, recognise the institution of slavery as a pert of iu social
system and expressly pretermitting any rxpreaaion of opin¬ion upon the power ol Congress to establish or prohibit sla¬
very in any Territory, It Is the sense of the nationafcuunc.1
that t'ongreas ought not to legialata upon the subject of s!a
?erv within the Territories of the United States, and that
any interference by Congreas with slavery as it exists in the
Uistr'ct of Columbia would be a violatioo of the spirit and
IMan lion of the compact by which the State of Maryland
ceded the lliatrlct to the United States, and a breach of tho
national faith."
To that I object. Against that I enter my solemn protest

before the people of Tenneseee and the country. The issue
is fairly made by tho republican party, that Congress has
ibe power to prohibit slavery in the Territories. The dem
ouratie party have ootns up boldly, ojwnly, and manfully,and asserted that Congress has no such power. The Atner-
i' an party say, we prttermU any expression of opinion on
that subject

'

What do yon mean by ths term "pretermit T"
What doss it mean, according to lexicographers ? It means
to pass by or omit. Than yoa omit to declare any opinion
upon the great and vital question now before the country,
as to whether Congress has power to prohibit slavery In
the Territories. I maintain that Congress hss no such
power. Tbs Kansas-Nebraska bill maintains that Congress
has no such power. The democratic party maintains that
Congress has no sncb power. Why pretermit «mt ? If
yon may pretermit an opinion on a vital question of that
sort, what will ba the rssult T Suppose a question arises
whether Congress shall abolish slavery in the District of
Columbia, may you excuse yonrselres before the world bysaying "are pretermit any opinion on that subject I Mr.
President, if tbsy may pretermit an opinion on a greatvital question of this sort, affecting ths rights of the people
of the South, they may upon svery qnantion. If yoo were
to ask tbem whether Congress should abolish the slave-
trade between the States, they might stand hack and say,
we pretermit any opinion on that subject. In my btimbln
judgment ths time has passed for the pretermission of opin¬
ion Ths tima is when men should stand out boldly ana
ooenlv and proclaim their position. It is eminently so on
this delicate question, affecting tbs rights of ths psrople of
ths whole South.
But Mr. Preaident, there is something more In this term

'¦pretermission" than seems to he Implied. When Mr. Fill¬
more himself comes to speak, what does he say T He says-speaking of ths repeal of tbs Missouri Compromise:
" This repeal seems to have been b P^dora's box, out of

whiab have issued all the political evils that now affliol the
oonntry, scarcely leaving a hope behind } and many, I per¬
ceive, are ready to attrlbato all these to our southern breth¬
ren. Hat la thla jast 1 [Sol noli It maet be borne In mind
that this measure originated with a northern ssnator, aad
waa sustained aad sanctioned by a northern President. 1 do
not reoollest that ever a petition from a southern Stats solicit¬
ed this repeal; and how sonld southern members of Coagrs*refuse a boon thus offered by ths North to the South 1 It
eontd only be done by sacrificing themselves noon ths altar
of their oonntry for their country's good ; and this is sextain-
ly expecting too much from political men In times like these.
The blame, therefore, it appenrs to me, with all due defer-
once, Is chiefly chargeable to those who originate this meaa
ure ; and, however ws may deploes ths act. k affords no jastground for controversy with our southern brethren oertaii»-"y none by whlsh thsy shonld be dsprlvod of their political
rights."

I entertain no unkind feelings towards Mr. Jfillmors. '
believe that if ha were President of the United States ho
would make a conservative, a safe, and a national Presi¬
dent; but I do protest against his pandering to northern
fanaticism as he does In ths extract which I have jnst read,
lis there denounces ths repeal of the Missouri Compromise,
and charges to It all tbs svils now sfHiotlng the country.To that sxtsot I Join issne with Mr. Fillmore himself. 1
voted for it; and if thoss who did so are respoUatbls for
all these svils, I am willing to bear my tall share of ths re¬
sponsibility. Why go out of the way and assail as, snd
charge that all tho svils which now afflict ihe country hsre
grown out of the repesl of the Missouri Compromise? Is
he not to that extent giving aid and comfort to the repub¬
lican party ? Is he not to that s*tsnt striking n blow upon
every man who voted for St? Take that in connexion with
ths resolution of pretermission, and then take snoiher cip*


